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From the Director’s Desk . . . 
 
Dear Families & Friends of PC2: 
 
This has been a wonderful year here at PC2.  Staff have been busy 
helping families find their way through the maze of services and supports 
for their loved ones.  We work daily with the goal in mind to help families 
find what they need; and we know you don't ask for more than you need.   
 
When we review the stats of where individuals with developmental 
disabilities live while they are receiving services, we see that they are in 
their family home.  Hats off to all our families, for your many years of 
support to your sons and daughters. Your stories, your life journeys, 
make all the difference for your loved ones with developmental disabilities. From the routine and 
stability you give them everyday, to the love and respect for their care and well-being you provide, 
you are vital to your loved one and add to the quality of their lives.  
 
It also helps us realize that, at times, we all need help, and it's not always easy to ask for it. What 
we've learned is that it's hard to find caregivers who would provide the same quality of care that you 
give to your loved ones.  But I encourage you to keep going, keep looking, keep asking, because you 
and your loved one deserve the best.  Breaks are important for us all and it helps your loved one 
learn that they can trust other people with their care. 
 
Thank you to our PC2 Board of Directors, for you vision and mission and keeping our feet to the fire.  
Thank you Adult Developmental Clinic at MultiCare, for providing the only developmental clinic for 
adults here in Pierce County.  Their waitlist continues to grow as more families and individuals with 
developmental disabilities need more of these types of services.   
     
The Pierce County Legislative Forum for Developmental Disabilities was held on November 19th. It is 
a place where families come together to talk to their legislators and help them understand their 
journey with their loved one with developmental disabilities.  We thank our partners - PAVE and 
Pierce County Human Services, DD - for their efforts and the wonderful job they did to put this event 
together. We had a marvelous showing of families and individuals.  Thank you Senator Trudeau for 
attending.  For those of you who would like to share your stories by connecting with your legislators, 
we have included the contact page in this issue (page 50). Early advocates for people with 
developmental disabilities have stated that “change is made by the people who show up.”  If you 
want and need to see change, come talk to us. We can help you figure out how you can “show up” 
and share the story of your journey to help make a difference.  If you would like to make a video of 
your story, please contact us.  We would love to help you do that. We are always here for you!   
 
In this issue (page 51), you will find the schedule of Arc of Washington 2025 Advocacy Days.  You 
can sign up online via the links included.  If you would like to comment on a bill or testify during the 
session, we're here to help you. 
 
As the weather gets colder (something we can always count on!), I want you to know that you can 
also count on PC2.  We are here to help you navigate through ever-changing systems.  If you need 
to understand what services to ask for or where to find a specific support for your son or daughter, 
we're here for you. 

At the end of 2024, with all its highs and lows, PC2 staff want to wish you wellness and joy and the 
happiest of holidays!  

 

Michele & PC2 Staff 
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Live link: 
 

https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1458/Specialized-Recreation 

https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1458/Specialized-Recreation
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Live link:  https://www.sequoiatr.org/ 

https://www.sequoiatr.org/
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https://www.pdza.org/event/zoolights/
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https://www.thefair.com/holiday-magic/holiday-magic-tickets/?utm_source=holiday-magic-highlights-110624&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=holiday-magic-2024&utm_content=holiday-magic-highlights&vgo_ee=DoYq2nV61DqoE40BJaNEygE2VdUThF3TsN4OmXBY2vdI0w4%3D%3AlaUG3r
https://www.thefair.com/holiday-magic/holiday-magic-tickets/?utm_source=holiday-magic-highlights-110624&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=holiday-magic-2024&utm_content=holiday-magic-highlights&vgo_ee=DoYq2nV61DqoE40BJaNEygE2VdUThF3TsN4OmXBY2vdI0w4%3D%3AlaUG3r
https://www.thefair.com/holiday-magic/holiday-magic-tickets/?utm_source=holiday-magic-highlights-110624&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=holiday-magic-2024&utm_content=holiday-magic-highlights&vgo_ee=DoYq2nV61DqoE40BJaNEygE2VdUThF3TsN4OmXBY2vdI0w4%3D%3AlaUG3r
https://www.thefair.com/holiday-magic/holiday-magic-tickets/?utm_source=holiday-magic-highlights-110624&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=holiday-magic-2024&utm_content=holiday-magic-highlights&vgo_ee=DoYq2nV61DqoE40BJaNEygE2VdUThF3TsN4OmXBY2vdI0w4%3D%3AlaUG3r
https://www.thefair.com/holiday-magic/holiday-magic-tickets/?utm_source=holiday-magic-highlights-110624&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=holiday-magic-2024&utm_content=holiday-magic-highlights&vgo_ee=DoYq2nV61DqoE40BJaNEygE2VdUThF3TsN4OmXBY2vdI0w4%3D%3AlaUG3r
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Live links: 
 

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/dda/service-and-information-request 
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-
LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLeIK-

kAt2rMdPvOAl8wVrn_pUNEw1MVkzRUE3SkZNWlVUSFJDTlJEWFJYTi4u 

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/dda/service-and-information-request
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLeIKkAt2rMdPvOAl8wVrn_pUNEw1MVkzRUE3SkZNWlVUSFJDTlJEWFJYTi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLeIKkAt2rMdPvOAl8wVrn_pUNEw1MVkzRUE3SkZNWlVUSFJDTlJEWFJYTi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLeIKkAt2rMdPvOAl8wVrn_pUNEw1MVkzRUE3SkZNWlVUSFJDTlJEWFJYTi4u
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December Pipeline Newsletter:  

This holiday season, PAVE wants to give the gift 
of support, tips, and wellbeing.  
 
There are still openings for families at the Jan. 
31-Feb. 2 Family Camp Respite Retreat at Camp 
Beausite NW!!  
 
These free Family Camp Respite Retreats are for 
individuals with intellectual or developmental 
disability (I/DD) and their families.   
These special weekend camp dates are reserved 
for families with a Family Camp Voucher from 
Lifespan Respite WA. Indoor lodging, all meals, 
inclusive activities and respite time!  

 

Apply for a camp voucher today! If awarded, your family can register for the FREE 
weekend family camp. In addition to the retreat mentioned above, there are two additional 
dates that are available later in the winter season.   
 

• Here are some simple instructions on How To Get Help From PAVE.  
• Ask for what you need! Submit a PAVE Help Request.   

Submit a PAVE Get Help request or search our website with over 300 articles, many with 
videos on a range of topics, all of us at PAVE are here for you and your family!   

 

Visit our Website!  
 

 

  

 

Live link:  https://wapave.org/ 

https://wapave.org/
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Anderberg Christmas House  
When: Open 24 hours a day  
Where: 2019 S. 10th Street The Anderberg Christmas House in central Tacoma gets a 
yearly holiday makeover. The house is decorated with Christmas lights, and large 
Christmas inflatables fill up the front and backyard of this home. The holiday display can 
be viewed daily this month as weather conditions allow. Neighborhood holiday displays in 
Tacoma If you’re looking for more neighborhood holiday displays in Tacoma, check out 
the Tacoma Christmas Lights map created by Tacoma resident Shatone Martin. The map 
lists seven homes that currently have holiday displays and three homes that will have 
holiday decorations go up soon. The map will continue to be updated as more people get 
their lights decorations up, so check back before you go. Anyone looking to add their 
residence to the map of holiday displays can do so by joining the Tacoma Holiday 
Network group on Facebook that was created by Martin herself. 
 
Tacoma Light Trail - New Year’s Eve Kick Off Celebration  
When: Dec. 31, 6-10 p.m.  
Where: Tollefson Plaza, 1548 Commerce St. Start your New Year celebrations in 
downtown Tacoma and visit the free winter light art festival. The Tacoma Light Trail New 
Year’s Eve Kick Off Celebration will feature a light parade, light art, live music and dance 
performances. The Tacoma Light Trail will be available to view every night from Dec. 31 
to Jan. 12 from 5 to 9 p.m. 
 
Lakewold Gardens Winter Solstice Festival  
When: Dec. 13-29, 5-8 p.m.  
Where: Lakewold Gardens, 12317 Gravelly Lake Dr. SW 
The Lakewold Gardens Winter Solstice Festival celebrates the shortest and longest night 
of the year with immersive lighting, live music, art activities and warm beverages. 
Admission to festival is $20 for adults, $16 for students, seniors and military, and $10 for 
youth ages 5 to 17 years old. Children under 5 years old enter for free. 
 
For more info, please visit: https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/
article296646419.html 

https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article296646419.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article296646419.html
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Changes to Accessing  
Social Security In-Person Services 

By Kirk Larson Social Security Administration Public Affair 

Representative in Washington State 

 

In our ongoing commitment to serve the public more 
efficiently, we are expanding appointment-based 
services at our local Social Security offices.  
 
By scheduling appointments, we will aim to reduce 
wait times, streamline service delivery, and improve 
the overall customer experience. Nearly 400 field 
offices have already moved to appointment-based 
service this year. These offices have seen significant 
improvements in wait times due to more efficient and 
helpful visitor experiences and increases in the 
number of customers able to complete their business 
online. 
 
We are implementing appointment-based services 
nationwide in two phases. The first phase is a 
transition period now through January 5, 2025. The 
purpose of this transition period is to educate our 
customers about needing to schedule an 
appointment for SSA services. As a reminder, many 
of our services can be provided via phone with an 
appointment and do not require a customer to walk 
into an office for service. 
 
Effective January 6, 2025, we will require customers 
to schedule an appointment for service in our field 

https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp
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offices, including requests for Social Security cards. We 
encourage customers to become accustomed to our: 
 
online services, where many transactions can be 
completed conveniently and securely, and 

 
automated services available on our National 800# at  
1-800-772-1213. 
 
Customers who are not able to handle their business 
online or with the automated options, may call 
their local Social Security office or our National 800# to 
schedule an appointment. 
 
We want to make clear that we will not turn people away 
for service who are unable to make an appointment or 
do not want to make an appointment. For example, 
members of vulnerable populations, military personnel, 
people with terminal illnesses, and individuals with other 
situations requiring immediate or specialized attention 
may still walk in for service at our field offices. Some of 
our offices also have minimal to no wait times, and they 
will still serve customers who walk in. 
 
We appreciate your partnership in sharing this 
information and helping our customers through this 
transition. Thank you for your continued support as we 
work together to improve service accessibility and 
responsiveness. 

 

# # # 

 

https://www.ssa.gov/onlineservices/
https://www.ssa.gov/agency/contact/phone.html
https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp
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Arc of Washington - 2025 Advocacy Days 

 
Advocacy Days, part of The Arc’s Advocacy Partnership Project, are held during each legislative session to involve 
individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities (IDD), their families and their service providers in the legislative 
process, giving them opportunities to make their voices heard by their legislators and to have an impact on policy and 
budget legislation that affects the services and supports available to them. 
 
In 2025 we will offer a mixture of opportunities for people to participate.  All Advocacy Days begin at 10:00 am.- 11:30 
am.  
 
On January 15th, there will be a live Advocacy Day, the program begins at 10:00 am at United Churches in Olympia. The 
morning program will be live streamed. The rest of the Advocacy Days will be virtual to make the meetings more 
accessible to people all around the state. 
 
We will also be coordinating with several organizations who will be holding live rallies. Watch for further details. 
 

Rally Days 
February 5th- Community Residential Services Association (CRSA) @ noon 

February 19th– The Community Employment Alliance (CEA) @ 1:00 
March 5th– Self-Advocates in Leadership (SAIL) @ 1:00 

 
CLICK ON THE TITLE OF THE TOPIC BELOW TO REGISTER. 

 
January 15th; LIVE EVENT @ 10 am 
Build Capacity: How can we plan for our system to grow so that it meets the needs of our community? 
United Churches 110 11th Ave SE Ste 210 
Olympia, WA 98501-2253 
 
January 22nd; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Supporting Families: How can we ensure families have the support they need? 
 
January 29th; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Housing: How can I have a safe, affordable, inclusive place to live? 

February 5th; VIRTUAL EVENT WITH WATCH PARTIES; CRSA RALLY @ NOON 
Supported Living: How can I get the support I need to live in my home? 

February 12th; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Crisis: Why are so many people in crisis? 

February 19th; VIRTUAL EVENT WITH WATCH PARTIES; CEA RALLY @ 1:00 
Employment & Community Inclusion: How do we ensure that individuals have the adequate supports and 
individualized services needed to work and build relationships in the community? 

February 26th; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Education: What is needed to ensure every student has an inclusive education? 

March 5th; VIRTUAL EVENT WITH WATCH PARTIES; SAIL RALLY @ 1:00 
Community Living: What are the community and housing supports and services I need in order to live successfully in 
the community?  

March 12th; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Social Engagement: How do we create welcoming communities and prevent social isolation? 

March 19th; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Workforce: How do we ensure there is a quality workforce available to provide care? 

March 26th; VIRTUAL EVENT 
Budget: What can you do now? 

For more information, please visit https://arcwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-days-2025/  

https://forms.gle/ankhFjeyBM9hz1rZ8
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkd-yprzwqHNFIpLRcU0WEJZKQVw2c0Xth
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMucuChqDIuG9JhSxlyuNL2AI0SROC95498
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkc--przosG9KYcQ23Xf-he4DxGG_f0p-8
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrduGsqjkiHdwCHQjWt5K7LnoGHeeCKG-M
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtdeqhqDsoGdVe5HeZiQAZ63w9DE0lXPvI
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtdeqhqDsoGdVe5HeZiQAZ63w9DE0lXPvI
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvfu-hqzIuGtbXd-k9L-XCd4gTivzCUEyt
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtd-6ppzwsGdLiHOrQGEQXb13DtSpZpkZN
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtd-6ppzwsGdLiHOrQGEQXb13DtSpZpkZN
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqf-yvqTkoHtAUg7QhehmrDgRGYGjZzd9g
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUscOmprT0sHdBDEBWEMjQrzSsS_WgcIZMf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcO6gqDkrHdcHVLeb6yjXhuY61Uatp1DY
https://arcwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-days-2025/

